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WHAT IS FORM 1096? 
Form 1096, Annual Summary and Transmittal of U.S. Information Returns, is used as a 

“cover sheet” to various types of other forms only when submitting a paper filing to the 

IRS. It also serves as a summary of the information being filed. 

Use Form 1096 to transmit paper Forms 1097, 1098, 1099, 3921, 3922, 5498, and W-2G 

to the Internal Revenue Service. 

WHEN IS FORM 1096 USED? 
IRS Form 1096 is only required when submitting a paper filing to the IRS with the 

supporting form type forms. 

You do not need to include a Form 1096 when E-filing. One of the advantages of using 

an approved IRS transmitter is they will be able to generate Form 1096 for your business 

without using a physical form.  

Using the e-Filing system is encouraged for faster results and saves you a step since this 

form is not filled out when being transmitted to the IRS. 

WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES FOR FORM 1096?  
Traditionally the 1099 deadlines are as follows:  

 

If these deadlines fall on a weekend or legal holiday, then the due date is typically the 

following business day. 

  

Form Type Paper Filing Deadline 

Form 1099-NEC January 31st 

Forms 1097, 1098, 1099 (excluding NEC), 3921, 3922, and W-2G  February 28th 

Form 5498 May 31st 



 

 

 

 

 

IS THERE A MAXIMUM FORM COUNT FOR PAPER FILING? 
Yes, the paper filing threshold form count is an aggregate of 10 forms. Filers must find 

the sum of the following form types to determine if they must e-file: 

• Form 1042-S 
• Form 1095-B 
• Form 1095-C 
• Form 1097-BTC 

• Form 1098 
• Form 1098-C 
• Form 1098-E 
• Form 1098-Q 

• Form 1098-T 
• Form 1099 series 
• Form 3921 
• Form 3922 

• Form 5498 series 
• Form 8027 
• Forms W-2 
• Form W-2G

If a filer has 10 or more of these forms total, then they must electronically file. 

WHERE TO MAIL 1096 PAPER FILING?  
Make sure to include a transmittal Form 1096 when choosing to paper file and only 

include Copy A of the Forms.  

Filers should use their address to determine where to mail their filing. The graphic 

below outlines the appropriate mailing addresses.  

  



 

 

 


